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Flying high at 
Farnborough

Baroness Fairhead, Minister of State at the Department for International 
Trade attends Newable’s DIT trade stand. Read more on page 4.

Newable & CBI:
A winning combination

Going for brokering:
Newable Business Finance

The world of 
Private Investing



Our purpose

Newable works 
with businesses 
at the heart of 
the economy, 

unleashing potential, 
building resilience, 

championing 
inclusive growth.
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Flying high at 
Farnborough 

The 2018 Farnborough 
International Airshow played 
host to more than 80,000 
visitors and was the most 
international show yet with 
100 countries in attendance. 

The Department for International Trade 
(DIT) South East and Newable’s ERDF 
project teams had the opportunity to 
showcase 16 innovative aviation companies 
to highlight their capabilities thanks to 
a specially designed, open plan stand. 
This activity was part-funded by the 
following three ERDF projects South 
East International Business Growth, 
Export ASEAN and Get Exporting 2.

Being the largest aerospace industry event 
in 2018, exhibiting companies enjoyed a 
platform to take advantage of the fantastic 
opportunities to build relationships and 
grow their businesses. Stephen Myatt, 
Charles Jacobson and Robert Pope, 
International Trade Advisers, were on 
hand all week to assist the companies, 
introduce them to key contacts and 
assist each company with the numerous 
visitors to the stand over the five days. 

With a packed out Show Programme, the 
stand had visits from several Aerospace 
and DSO experts from India, France, 
USA, China, Italy, Ukraine and Ethiopia.
In addition, the companies had a visit 
from John Mahon, Director General for 
Exports at DIT, and Baroness Fairhead, 

Minister of State at DIT, who were able 
to meet with each company on both 
a one-to-one and roundtable basis 
thanks to the flexibility of the stand. 

Our companies also had the 
opportunity to participate in the 
show’s Meet the Buyer Programme 
meeting with big global buyers from 
companies such as BAE Systems, 
Boeing, Bombardier and Airbus. There 
were approximately 75 meetings 
scheduled for the 16 companies 
across the two-day Programme. 

Here’s what one client had to say: “As I 
and the ISC Team recover from FIA2018 - 
a quick, but big ‘Thank You’ note for all of 
the hard work Stephen, Rob, and Charles 
put into making the show a success for 
us.  Your vision for an Aerospace Cluster 
Alliance … has certainly worked!”

Newable, 
a leading 
provider to the 
Department for 
International 
Trade, brought 16 
SMEs to FIA 2018. 

Baroness Fairhead, Minister of State at the Department 
for International Trade with Newable staff and some 
of the 16 companies presenting on DIT’s stand.
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The world of 
Private Investing

Industry 
recognition 
Beauhurst is the bible for early stage 
investment data. They presented a 
review of the market at the recent 
UKBAA Global Investment Summit.

Beauhurst reported that a staggering 
£10.7bn had been invested through angel 
investing in the entrepreneurs shaping the 
future of the UK economy in the period 
between 2011-2017. This represents 
a total of 16,000 deals. The total 
investment market reached over £40bn.

Half of this amount was invested at the 
earliest and therefore riskiest “seed” 
stage. This is a testament to the 
vision of investors backing businesses 
right from the beginning.

The top sectors were identfied as 
mobile apps, software-as-a-service, 
food and drink, digital technologies and 
life sciences. Newable Private Investing 
specialises in four of these sectors.
Newable Private Investing was 
named as the most active network 
in terms of the number of deals 
completed between 2011 and 2017. 

This places us above a number of well 
known networks such as 24Haymarket, 
Archangels and Cambridge Angels.

Congratulations to the team!

Angel Awards 
nominations
Newable Private Investing and 
our supported entrepreneurs and 
angels were recently nominated 
for several awards at the annual 
UKBAA Angel Investment Awards. 

The categories were:

Best New Entrant to the Angel Investment
Best Investment in AI Tech
Best Investment in IoT 2018 
Best Investment in MedTech 2018
Best Female Led Angel Investment

Now in its 14th year, the awards celebrate 
high growth and success in the angel 
and early-stage investment market – 
recognising the fastest growing brands 
and acknowledging the founders, 
angels, crowd funders and early-stage 
venture capital investors behind them. 

Open to both companies and investors, 
these Awards seek to recognise the year’s 
most disruptive new market entrants 
and provide a definitive list of the most 
exciting ‘ones to watch’ in the angel 
and early-stage investment space.

Newable Private Investing enjoyed a 
highly successful awards night with Flock 
and Hopster winning their categories 
and Jellagen and Hummingbird being 
awarded the one to watch in theirs. 

Latest Fund 
Investments
Newable Private Investing 
have helped Mobilus Labs 
and City Pantry in completing 
successful funding rounds.

City Pantry 

City Pantry who are now based at our co-
working space on Queen Elizabeth Street 
announced a £4million Series A funding 
round, led by Octopus Investments with 
participation from existing investors and 
Newable Private Investing. The funds 
will be used to continue the company’s 
triple-digit growth in London whilst also 
beginning expansion to new markets, 
targeting cities across the UK over the 
next 18 months. The company, which was 
founded by Stuart Sunderland in 2013, is 
transforming the way employees eat by 
bringing food from exciting local caterers 
and restaurants direct to offices, covering 
events, meetings, and team meals.
 

Mobilus Labs
Mobilus Labs, the creator of a wearable 
device which enables teams to connect 
at a distance, has raised £1m in funding. 
The company’s round was led by 
Ascension Ventures and drew support 
from Entrepreneur First, Newable Private 
Investing and others. To date, Mobilus has 
won paid trial contracts with Bouygues 
UK and BAM Nuttall to test its integrated 
voice communications system in real 
construction site environments. These 
trials will be conducted over a period of 
9 months, beginning this month – with a 
focus on onsite data collection, human 
factors and noise data for each site. 
Additionally, as part of Telefonica WAYRA, 
Mobilus is working closely with O2 to 
identify commercial opportunities with 
its major construction clients as well 
as its clients in the blue light sector.

973
company applications

374
companies reviewed for 

the NPI syndicate

32
companies presented at our 

investor showcases

NEWABLE PRIVATE INVESTING KEY STATS 2018 TO DATE

“We scour multiple tech 
sectors to � nd exciting 
investment opportunities. 
Then by selecting only 
the very best prospects 
we ensure our showcase 
events are a must for 
serious tech investors.”

ALEX SLEIGH, 
INVESTMENT DIRECTOR 
NEWABLE PRIVATE INVESTING

 7 NEWABLE NEWS  |  6 |  NEWABLE NEWS 

“We scour multiple tech 
sectors to � nd exciting 
investment opportunities. 
Then by selecting only 
the very best prospects 
we ensure our showcase 
events are a must for 
serious tech investors.”

INVESTMENT DIRECTOR 
NEWABLE PRIVATE INVESTING



Exporting ... 

Newable's purpose is to 
help people start, scale and 
sustain their companies. 

A key business strategy that enables these 
goals is exporting. Trading internationally, 
by definition, provides companies with 
access to larger markets for their products 
and services. At the same time, research 
proves that businesses that export become 
far more sustainable and resilient. Not 
least as a downturn in one market is often 
counterbalanced by upturns in others.

Newable is one of pre-eminent sources 
of export advice for businesses in the 
country. One of the Department for 
International Trade's leading Delivery 
Partners since 2005, Newable recently 
launched an international trade 
consulting service, the Export Engine.

Chris Manson, Newable's CEO was 
interviewed by the CBI for a feature in 
their influential journal, Business Voice. 

Chris states "Although many larger firms 
are looking at the long term and may 
be worried about where to locate their 
factories, he says that small and medium-
sized businesses are particularly well 
suited to seizing short-term opportunities 
over the next 3- to 12 months. The advice 
we are giving – and what our companies 
are seeing – is that opportunities will 
increase over the next couple of years, 
provided the UK economy remains 
flexible, adaptable and nimble.”

Ben Digby, Director of Trade & Investment at the 
CBI presents to industry guests before a joint 
panel discussion with Newable’s Brian Dent. ... time to go bold

He went on to add that a strategic 
approach to exporting is vital, making 
strong connections to and from the 
Industrial Strategy. Chris used the 
space sector as a case in point. 

"Newable is also a founding investor 
in the Seraphim Space Fund, which 
launched 18 months ago to support 
growing SMEs that are using satellite 
data to deliver new products and 
services – from tracking shipping to 
making predictions for the insurance 
industry. It is backed by the government, 
through the British Business Bank.

 “It’s an interesting example of something 
that requires government support, 
which then creates an ecosystem that 
attracts the best companies here,”

Thousands of companies are applying 
for funding, developing “a pocket of 
excellence” for European space technology 
in the UK, which he believes could be 
replicated for other new areas, such as 
artificial intelligence.“These companies 
are born global – so a government policy 
that is designed to encourage investment 
also helps to improve exports,”

“The advice we are 
giving – and what 
our companies 
are seeing – is 
the opportunities 
will increase 
over the next 
couple of years, 
provided the UK 
economy remains 
� exible, adaptable 
and nimble.”
CHRIS MANSON
CEO NEWABLE

Newable and 
the CBI recently 
jointly presented 
to business 
guests. Chris 
Manson talks to 
the issues raised.
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Investment takes 
to the air

Hummingbird Technologies (Hummingbird), 
the UK’s leading drone and satellite 
enabled data and imagery analytics 
business for precision agriculture, has 
announced the completion of a £3 million 
fund raise, taking its total funding to over 
£4m. Its backers include Newable Private 
Investing, The European Space Agency, 
Sir James Dyson, and Velcourt, the UK’s 
largest commercial farming operation.

Founded in 2016 by Will Wells, with tech 
partners including Google UK, Hummingbird 
is the only remote sensing business in UK 
agriculture to use artificial intelligence that 

harnesses information from drone, plane 
and satellite technology, combined with 
weather and soil data and expert plant 
pathology, to enable precision agriculture.

With first mover advantage in the UK 
market, Hummingbird has already flown 
over 120,000 hectares and is expanding 
its operations into new markets. The 
global market for artificial intelligence 
in agriculture is expected to grow 
exponentially to reach $2.6 billion by 
2025 from $518 million in 2017.1

Hummingbird has 25 employees focussed 
on data science in London and has 
created a further 50 part-time pilot and 
agronomy jobs in the countryside.

Will Wells, CEO of Hummingbird 
Technologies, said:“We are delighted to 
complete this funding milestone with 
such high-quality backers, which reflects 
our position as the leading player in AI 
based agritech. This is an exciting time 
with a major digital transformation in 
global agriculture. Artificial intelligence 
and digital technologies are dramatically 
enhancing traditional farming techniques 
with significant cost efficiencies for 
farmers and the added benefit of helping 
to cut back on the overuse of chemicals.”

Newable 
supports 
Hummingbird 
Technologies, a 
leading player 
in AI based 
agritech 

“Our growth would 
not have been 
possible without 
Newable.”
ALEX JEVONS
CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER, 
HUMMINGBIRD

Beyond Investment 
Whilst the investment 
Hummingbird has received 
is hugely exciting – Newable 
has supported them in 
many other areas.

Hummingbird were first introduced to 
Newable through our innovation team, 
who then referred them over to our 
private investing team as they were 
in need of funding. As Alex Jevons, 
CMO at Hummingbird, explains ‘With 
a young business, one of our main 
worries is running out of cash’. With 
the help of Newable Private Investing, 
Hummingbird were able to raise £1.5m 
in their series A round investment.

In addition to this, they also received a 
grant through the European Space Agency 
with the help of Newable Private Investing, 
which gave them the funding to hire 10 
more staff supporting Hummingbird’s 
expansion plans. This extra head count 
allowed them to augment their leading 
competitive advantage in AI. “A cash 
injection by an investor is the lifeblood 

of your growth, it allows you time 
and breathing space to get on 
with your job”, Jevons explains.
There are many challenges for a 
small business like Hummingbird 
to overcome. At Newable, we 
recognise that and looks to provide 
not only support and advice 
but also opportunities to really 
help a growing company cement 
themselves in their field. Newable 
nominated Hummingbird for 
‘Company to watch in AI technologies 
2018’ at the annual UKBAA Angel 
Investment Awards. This helped 
them really ground themselves as 
a company to keep an eye out for. 

Now looking to the future, 
Hummingbird is also working with 
our International Trade Advisers to 
develop an export strategy with their 
Department for International Trade 
contacts, enabling them to continue 
their expansion into key markets 
such as Russia, Brazil and Ukraine. 

With its leading market position, first-
mover advantage and potential for 
international growth, Hummingbird 
Technologies expects to become the 
UK’s first £100m agri-tech business.
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Productivity is a measure of efficiency. 
Achieving more, not so much by doing less, 
but by working smarter. The government 
is keen on productivity because it is key 
to ensuring that living standards rise.

However, the UK has a problem. Since 
the financial crisis there has been very 
little growth in productivity. We now 
lag far behind our competitors. An oft 
used stat is that a worker in France 
delivers the same output by Thursday 
lunchtime that an English worker does 
by the end of Friday. This is not to say 
that the UK workforce is slow or lazy, it 
is just that they are less productive.

Leaving aside the vexed subject of 
what is being measured and how it is 
being measured, even if the numbers 
are directionally right, then the UK 
economy has a big problem.

Analysis by the Bank of England’s Andy 
Haldane shows that the UK has some of 

the most productive companies in the 
world. These tend to be the high tech, 
“born global” businesses in which Newable 
Private Investing would typically invest. 
The real issue is that Britain also has a 
very “long tail” of businesses that aren’t 
innovating or, on the face of it, doing much 
at all to future proof their business.

Newable was invited to give evidence to 
the BEIS (Business Energy & Industrial 
Strategy) Committee on this issue 
and responded to the Government’s 
Business Productivity review. 

In summary, Newable believes that 
the ‘symptoms’ of constrained 
productivity is the result of some 
larger and significant causes. For small 
businesses, these are around access 
to finance, access to opportunity, and 
access to support. Positive intervention 
by government in these three areas is 
required in order to cure the symptoms 
and unlock productivity gains.

The Government is reaching out to 
try to understand the cause of and 
solutions for the UK “productivity 
puzzle”. Newable has some ideas...

Being productive 

Newable’s three main 
recommendations 

to Government

3. Establish a 
national network 

of domestic business 
advisers (following the 
successful model for 
international trade) 
to provide valued 
business advice

1. Expand access 
to opportunity by 

opening up public and 
corporate procurement 

practices

2. Expand 
support for 

and access to 
Responsible 
Finance for 

SMEs
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On the theme of ‘From inspiration to investment’, the Fuelling Ambition 
conference attracted around 500 female entrepreneurs. 
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What next for 
Fuelling Ambition?

Following on from the 
success of our Fuelling 
Ambition conference in 
May, we are currently 
planning our programme of 
activities for 2018/2019.

Newable will continue to support 
female entrepreneurs on their journey 
to business success through 1-to-1 
support, workshops and events. We 
will be launching our full programme of 
activities in Q4 so watch this space!

Ciara Fitzgerald 
explains how she 
plans to build 
on the success 
of this year’s 
Fuelling Ambition 
programme

“I can honestly 
say it was one of 
the most inspiring 
and welcoming 
conferences 
I’ve been to in 
a long time.”
CLARE SUTCLIFFE MBE

“What a great day; 
in the company 
of talented 
entrepreneurs, 
business owners 
and leaders”
LIZ BECK, ASPIRING HR

Through the delivery of this social impact 
programme, we are keen to work with 
corporate partners to support further 
activity. If you know of such a partner 
interested in this area, please do let us know. 

Finally, it’s great to see the Fuelling Ambition 
at Newable for our own staff community 
taking shape. The objective being to help 
people realise their career potential at 
Newable. This, in turn, will enrich Newable 
and help the business achieve its 3x5y goal. 
We are planning to host our first gathering 
in October so please do get involved. I’m 
looking forward to what’s to come!
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Going for brokering

Earlier this year, Newable acquired St 
Georges Finance, a successful financial 
services brokerage based in Surrey. 
The business is now integrated fully 
into Newable and is being relaunched 
as Newable Commercial Finance.

Working with over 40 specialist lenders, 
Newable Commercial Finance can access 
up to £20m in funding lines. Clients will also 
be able benefit from the wider business 
support services provided by Newable.

“Our Responsible Finance product 
Newable Business Finance has been 
a great success since its launch last 
year. However, the nature of the 
product means that it is not right 
for every business. Now with the 
launch of Newable Commercial 
Finance and with the expertise of 
Adrian and his team, we can support 
more clients in more ways.”

PHIL REYNOLDS, 
MANAGING DIRECTOR FOR LENDING
NEWABLE

“I’ve been working closely with 
Newable for several months to discuss 
how to make our service bigger and 
better and I am really excited at the 
wider range of services we can o� er 
to our clients as part of Newable. 
Financial advisers and intermediaries 
can expect the same great service 
we have prided ourselves on for 
the last ten years. Only better.”

ADRIAN DADDS, 
HEAD OF COMMERCIAL FINANCE 
BROKING, NEWABLENewable adds 

commercial 
fi nance 
brokering to its 
suite of business 
support 
services

Asset Finance

Development FinanceBuy-to-letGrowth Finance

Personal MortgageVehicle Finance Bridging loans

Invoice Finance Property Finance

Adrian’s team has now moved into the 
Newable Business Exchange in Epsom, Surrey. 
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“Our Responsible Finance product 
Newable Business Finance has been 
a great success since its launch last 
year. However, the nature of the 
product means that it is not right 
for every business. Now with the 
launch of Newable Commercial 
Finance and with the expertise of 
Adrian and his team, we can support 
more clients in more ways.”

MANAGING DIRECTOR FOR LENDING



A helping hand for SMEs

Managing growth, predominantly through 
accessing and the cost of business finance, 
remains the number one challenge facing 
UK businesses. There are currently far 
too many hurdles to clear in order to get 
access to the right funding. Largely, this 
barrier can be overcome by an improved 
understanding as to where funding is 
available, and therefore, it pays to have 
an experienced lender on your side. 

At Newable, with over 35 years’ 
experience helping UK businesses, 
we help businesses take the leap. 

We aim to demystify fi nance 
options for UK businesses.

Newable Business Finance (NBF), a joint 
venture with Liberis, was created to enable 
underserved UK SMEs access finance 
at rates and terms allowing business to 
invest in their own growth. NBF offers 
loans from £26,000 to £150,000 for 
up to 5 years at rates from 12% p.a. 

Unlike many lenders who advertise 
5 year terms only to counter offer 
to shorter durations, we deliver on 
our longer term positioning with the 
majority of successful applicants being 
able to borrow over a 5 year period. 

We aim to get businesses 
the fi nance they need fast 
so they can get on with 
running their business.

Since Newable assess each deal on its own 
merits, we can consider a broad range of 
security. Historically, we have been able 
to offer competitive rates to business 
borrowers by accessing the residual equity 
in owner-occupied commercial properties, 
or, available equity in directors’ buy to let 
portfolios. All of our loan products are 
simple to understand, have no late fees or 
punitive interest rates and can be settled (in 
full or partially) at any point without penalty.

Working together

Newable understands the important 
role introducers play in the SME finance 
market and we appreciate that many of 
their customers are a result of years of 
personal relationship building and we aim 
to keep to them informed throughout 
the process. That’s why we make it as 
easy as possible for them too. Our online 
portal allows introducers to submit 
and track deals, whilst our multi-skilled 
team are only a phone call away.
 
 

We believe business fi nance 
should be fairer, easier and 
more accessible for companies 
of all shapes and sizes.

That’s why we get to know the full story. As 
a leading provider of Responsible Finance 
to UK SMEs, Newable looks to understand 
the background to applications and where 
many lenders may decline them based 
on a scorecard based approach, our 
underwriting team will look at all 
eligible applications.

We know many companies 
don’t have access to the 
right type of fi nance, right 
at the time they need it. 

A core part of our purpose is to support UK 
SMEs where others won’t. In practice, this 
means that Newable can look to support 
applications where other lenders may feel 
there is inadequate security, either from 
the business or from the director(s). To 
support these cases, Newable relies upon 
its accreditation with the British Business 
Bank Enterprise Finance 
Guarantee Scheme.

Chris Oram 
explains how 
Newable makes 
fi nance for 
SMEs fairer, 
easier and more 
accessible
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Newable & CBI: 
A winning combination 

Newable became members of the CBI last 
year. Chris Manson explains the thinking 
behind the move. “We joined the CBI to 
support their mission to be the voice of all 
business and not just big business.” Over 
the last twelve months, we have worked 
hard to develop the relationship. Newable 
has helped shape some of the CBI’s 
policy work around Patient Capital, the 
Industrial Strategy and International Trade. 

Over the summer, we supported two CBI 
events. At the MSB Summit, Newable 
in the form of the Export Engine ran 
two very successful breakout sessions 

Newable’s 
partnership 
with the CBI 
is aimed at 
supporting the 
the UK business 
community

on International Trade. We also hosted 
a business breakfast on The Future of 
International Trade. Fifty business leaders 
joined Ben Digby the Director of Trade and 
Investment for the CBI and Brian Dent of 
Newable’s Export Engine for a fascinating 
discussion about the prospects for UK 
companies in international markets.

In reviewing the current uncertainty 
around Brexit, trade tariffs and potential 
trade deals Ben admitted that his crystal 
ball was “misty”. However, he remains 
bullish and identified clear opportunities 
for exporters. Brian Dent echoed Ben’s 
comments. He reminded delegates that 
whilst the media and political context 
tends to place international trade on a 
country to country footing, the reality is 
that business is still conducted at the 
people to people level. Understanding 
the local culture and understanding how 
the local culture values the UK brand is 
vital. Many SME’s lack this insight which is 
where the consulting team from Newable’s 
Export Engine can really help businesses. 
Senior business executives looking 
through this lens, rather than looking into 
a crystal ball, can develop and implement 
effective exporting strategies right now.

Most recently, around 70 SMEs visited 
Newable HQ for a prestigious networking 
event. They were welcomed by Chris 
Manson and heard from Carolyn Fairbairn 
the Director General of the CBI. Carolyn 

talked about the ambition she and the 
CBI have for SMEs. She spoke about 
big opportunities in globalisation 
and exporting and praised Newable’s 
“fantastic” work in helping companies 
achieve their ambition to go international.

We have plans to continue our partnership 
with the CBI. We are hosting a further 
business breakfast in November. Once 
again, this will be run in conjunction with 
our Export Engine team and the topic will 
be Exporting opportunities in China. 

We think that the combination of helping 
shaping policy to create a business 
friendly environment together with 
practical and expert business support 
and advice is a winning combination.

“Newble is doing 
fantastic work 
supporting those 
SMEs that wish 
to export.”
CAROLYN FAIRBAIRN, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE CBI

Carolyn Fairbairn of the CBi addresses 
business executives at Newable’s HQJoint CBI / Newable event hosted by Blake Morgan

Brian Dent, Newable
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Meet the 
chairman 
of the board
Please tell us a little 
about yourself.

I’m very involved in local government 
and have been since 1998. I enjoy that 
very much. I’m an elected Councillor. I 
represent a ward in Hackney with around 
14,000 residents and I am a Cabinet 
member with responsibility for Planning, 
Business and Investment. I also have a 
number of other interests across the Arts 
for example, and through to business 
including Newable of course.  In those 
roles, I am mainly a Non-Executive 
Director, serving on a number of Boards. 

How did you initially get 
involved with Newable?

It was GLE in those days. I was invited 
to join the Board, not as Chair but as 
a non-Executive Director. I was there 
as a representative of what are called 
the Original Members of GLE as it was 
known then. This is a bit like saying 
that I was representing the original 
shareholders, even though technically 
Members aren’t shareholders, but 
that is probably the best way 
to describe it. 

As time passed, I became more familiar 
with the activities of the company 
and began to think there’s a great 
potential in the business. Although 
it is probably fair to say that, it was 
still the best-kept secret in town.

What function do Non Exec 
Directors perform at Newable? 

I always like to think a Non-Executive 
Director is there to support everyone. 
We’re not there to tell everybody what 
to do and neither are we there to do the 
work for everyone, but we are there to 
support. We are also there to ensure that 
should someone outside our business 
want to ask questions we can respond 
with authority and conviction, openness 
and transparency. This is important, for 
our customers, employees, and investors 
of today and tomorrow. It is the Board’s 
role to maintain our reputation and trust 
in us as a company.  Every business must 
have recourse to sound governance. We 
need to have a group of people who can sit 
around the table and look at the business 
objectively and to be able to ask the 
right questions, providing oversight and 
accountability to satisfy the requirements 
of company law at its most basic.

What relationship does a Chair 
typically have with a CEO and 
what particular relationship 
do you have with Chris? 

I hope I am some help to Chris, rather 
than some hindrance. Certainly, that’s 
my intention! By ‘help’, I mean I can give 
Chris the opportunity to share thoughts, 
ideas, concerns very much focussed on 
the business. Therefore, our conversations 

Q & A with Guy 
Nicholson, Chair 
of Newable 
Limited 

can be quite wide-ranging and that is how 
it should be. It might be about the make up 
of the Board, operating structures of the 
business, governance. We might talk about 
how we are managing day to day issues 
through to forward planning around growth 
and acquisition objectives. I provide Chris 
with the opportunity of having a sounding 
board. I don’t have any remit over Chris’ 
role as CEO and that is very important. 

Are the Board concerned 
about the “soft” issues 
like our values? 

Newable has a great tradition around 
the social context in which it does 
business. That doesn’t mean we don’t 
seek to make a profit, of course we do. 
However, there’s always been a great 
deal of thought about the impact of our 
business, what we are doing and who 
we are doing it for. Those values go right 
back to the origins of the company. Those 
values still hold strong today. We are 
very focussed on persuing a far-reaching 
approach to all of those working inside 
Newable, making Newable happen as it 
were. That has been manifested in what 
Monica has been leading and bringing 
forward with everybody’s input and 
support across the business. That’s very 
important. We have a very ambitious 
growth plan that is absolutely the right 
trajectory, but with this ambitious growth, 
we must make sure we are very clear 
about the reason why we are expanding 

our business. And on that basis it is very 
important we have a value framework 
that influences our decision making and 
influences our actions. Then we can bring 
forward what I would call sustainable 
growth with very solid foundation behind 
it. It also means that we have a very 
compelling proposition for the market. 

How excited and how 
optimistic are you 
about Newable now 
and in the future?

I am very aware that I always accused 
at home about being too much of an 
optimist. I am always glass half full! 
However, on a more serious note, I am 
extraordinarily optimistic about Newable.  
I look across everybody who is working 
across the business and what I see is an 
extraordinarily talented group of people 
operating in our spheres of business. 
What I see is energy, experience and the 
entrepreneurialism across the business 
that will deliver the 3x 5y proposition. 
I think this will lead us to very exciting 
places. It already is as we see various 
acquisitions and joint ventures across our 
business start to form and consolidate. 
And that is set to continue. The future 
is based on growth and expansion 
but not at the cost of either people 
or from my perspective as Chair, not 
at the cost of a loss of governance. 

So we can bring to the model of our future 
not only capital but strong, profound 
and deliverable social values. We have 
the tools to do the job and the ability 
to deliver. And we have the philosophy 
underpinning our business. And that, to 
me, is an unbeatable combination. I don’t 
think that there is anyone out there in the 
marketplace who operates this way. I am 
sure that there are a lot of people out there 
who will want to join the ride, whether 
that it is by committing their careers to 
Newable or making investments into the 
business. Whatever it might be, that’s a 
great place to be. It is our values and for 
whom we are doing it that makes us the 
twenty-first century financiers and that’s 
what makes us a compelling investment. 
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with the opportunity of having a sounding 
board. I don’t have any remit over Chris’ 
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Newable has a great tradition around 
the social context in which it does 
business. That doesn’t mean we don’t 
seek to make a profit, of course we do. 
However, there’s always been a great 
deal of thought about the impact of our 
business, what we are doing and who 
we are doing it for. Those values go right 
back to the origins of the company. Those 
values still hold strong today. We are 
very focussed on persuing a far-reaching 
approach to all of those working inside 
Newable, making Newable happen as it 
were. That has been manifested in what 
Monica has been leading and bringing 
forward with everybody’s input and 
support across the business. That’s very 
important. We have a very ambitious 
growth plan that is absolutely the right 
trajectory, but with this ambitious growth, 
we must make sure we are very clear 
about the reason why we are expanding 
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Newable on the map

Property
The Property Division incorporates two 

primary operating companies both active in 
and around London, Newable Properties Ltd 

which holds, trades and manages our portfolio, 
consisting predominately of industrial properties 

and Newable Property Developments Ltd that 
develops new build and some refurbished 

mostly industrial accommodation.

Newable 
Business Exchange 

Located in Epsom High street we have Newable 
Commercial Finance where we source funding to 
fuel business growth. We off er brokering services 

across 6 key areas; asset fi nance, property 
fi nance, invoice fi nance, vehicle fi nance, 
development fi nance and bridging loans. 

Department 
for International 

Trade
We are one of the DIT’s leading delivery partners. 

We cover the London and South East Regions 
with the South East offi  ce based in Whitely. 

Our team of 60+ Sector Experts deliver 
Government programmes to support the 

UK economy by helping companies 
on their export journey.

Lending, 
Advice, and 

Private Investing 
Newable’s head offi  ce is based near Barbican 

tube. Here you can fi nd Newable Business 
Finance – who provide business friendly loans 

along with 12 months of mentoring. NPI, 
our Private Investing team and all of our 

Innovation Advisers and some of our 
International Trade Advisers!
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Newable 
Business Exchange 

Located in Epsom High street we have Newable 
Commercial Finance where we source funding to 
fuel business growth. We off er brokering services 

across 6 key areas; asset fi nance, property 
fi nance, invoice fi nance, vehicle fi nance, 
development fi nance and bridging loans. 
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newable.co.uk


